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Paper 2C Section B exemplar answer 
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The answer provides a sustained analysis of the relationships between key features (Govt policy / 
opposition weakness) to explore the issues relating to the continuation of Tsarist control, deploying 
sufficient knowledge to respond to the demands of the question and communicating the argument 
with precision. Criteria are applied throughout the answer to show the significance of opposition 
/policy. Note the use of for example, ‘as it meant…’ ‘it allowed…’ ‘so the Tsar was able…’ 

Shows significance of weakness of opposition pre-1905 and the interrelationship of that with 
government policy ‘actually more significant as it further created divisions, allowing…’. Shows 
significance of government policy post 1905, using criteria for judgment such as ‘created divisions’ 
‘de-escalated revolutionary tensions. Shows relative significance of government policy in relation to 
the army ‘this was crucial’ to reach an overall judgment that government policy was more 
significant. 

The answer achieved a high level five mark.  It could have been further improved with greater 
clarity of organisation and argument in the first part of the essay (where direction is not completely 
clear).  
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Paper 2C Section A exemplar answer 
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The strength of this script is the integrated and judicious use of contextual knowledge to discuss 
what can be gained from source content. The sources are used together to show what they each 
contribute to the overall enquiry. Knowledge illuminates the references in the source and displays a 
secure understanding of the contemporary situation and contemporary concerns. Knowledge is also 
used to identify an element where source 1 is lacking. Although it is not necessary to identify 
limitations (content omission), here it has been done in order to test a claim in the source.  Hence 
knowledge is used to illuminate, test, affirm and challenge, showing that the evidence of the sources 
has been used with confidence and discrimination. Consideration of the weight the evidence will 
bear infuses the treatment throughout as considerations of accuracy purpose and origin are also 
brought to bear in the process of considering what can be gained. The answer is able to distinguish 
the degree of certainty with which aspects of the sources can be used. 

The evaluation applies the criterion of accuracy (using contextual knowledge) fully to consider the 
weight the evidence will bear. Other criteria (origin, purpose for example) are introduced, but not 
fully applied. 

The answer achieved a mid-level five mark. 




